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Thematic Reflection 

Frodo: "I wish the ring had never come to me. I wish none of this had happened."
Gandalf: "So do all who live to see such times. But that is not for them to decide. All we
have to decide is what to do with the time that is given to us."
 

~ J.R.R. Tolkein, Lord of the Rings
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Sunday Services
9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

 
This Sunday's Service: Myth and
Memories - Lessons From Hard Times We
are going through historic hard times right now, and
we have before. What stories do we remember from
difficult times in the past and what lessons will we
pass down about the present? Led by Janet Meyer,
Service Leader and Christiane Olivo, Service
Associate

The Half Plate Collection benefits OUT Boulder
County for their work on behalf of the transgender
community. Nominated by Marc Killinger.

Next Sunday's Service: Mystery and
Metaphor ~ Stories of Light On this first
Sunday in December we gather to share stories from
the world's traditions and reflect upon mystery and
light in our lives. Led by Rev. Lydia Ferrante-
Roseberry, Intern Minister AJ Van Tine, with Service
Associate Karin Griglak

Other Sunday Happenings
 

The Nonviolent Communication (NVC) Practice Group will meet this Sunday at
9:00 a.m. in the Thoreau room. Newcomers are always welcome. Learning—and
practicing—compassionate communication techniques is especially critical in these
challenging times. To be kept informed of NVC activities at the Fellowship, please contact
Mary Headley, mkheadley80503@yahoo.com.
 
Annual Stone Soup Celebration in Early Education Class If your child is in
this class, please bring pre-cut veggies to contribute to the soup!
 
High School Youth Group Meets Sunday Evening Our youth programs are
combined with the UU Church of Boulder, and we are meeting in their building (5001
Pennsylvania Ave., Boulder). We will have a potluck dinner from 5:45 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.,
and High School Youth Group follows from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Please email Ellen with
questions!

Making Room for Our Future

Listening Session Rescheduled for December 9
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Please plan to attend one of the two Information and
Listening Sessions on Sunday, December 9. There will be a
short information briefing between services and a full briefing
with questions after the second service. We'll update you on
the status of our building project and a plan for moving
forward. Childcare will be available for both info sessions.  ~
Marky Lloyd, Board President

Please Pay on Your 2018 Capital Campaign Pledge by the end of December! If
you need information about the status of your pledge or your pledge payment, contact the
office or send your question to pledgesupport@bvuuf.org. 
 
Check the Building Committee's Blog for updates. If you have questions, you
may post them on that blog.

Announcements 

Sad News From Rev. Lydia It is with deep sadness that I share
the news that beloved member Sheila Brown passed away on Sunday,
November 18, surrounded by her family. Sheila went into cardiac arrest
on Friday, November 16 and was in intensive care at Boulder
Community Hospital until all of her family could gather to say
goodbye. Sheila was a lover of the arts, a change-agent, and a vibrant,
loving person who gathered friends wherever she went. She will be
greatly missed by many.
 
If you need support around this loss or anything else, please do not hesitate to contact me
at minister@bvuuf.org or 720-272-8284, our intern AJ van Tine at
internminister@bvuuf.org or (703) 625-5031 or Rev. Penny Rather, lay pastoral care
coordinator, at laycarecoordinator@bvuuf.org or (307) 760-4613.
 
A memorial service for Sheila is planned for Saturday, December 22 at 1 p.m. Details to
follow. For those so inclined, Hubert suggests that memorial gifts be made to the
Fellowship's Building Fund.

Board Changes Elliot Good regrets that she must resign her position as Board Trustee
to devote more time to family needs. The Board has decided not fill this vacancy at this
time. 

Playshop: Saturday December 1 at 9:30 a.m. - 11:15-ish Join Rev. Lydia in a
morning of Embodied Spirituality -- we'll use improvisational movement, song, story-telling
and stillness to let our body inform us on the December theme of "Mystery." All are
welcome. Please email Ellen Saunders Duncan if you'd like child care.

Brighten the Holidays for Children in Need We are
collecting unwrapped new and gently used toys, games, crafts,
books and bikes for Share-A-Gift (SAG), a local, non-
denominational nonprofit, that distributes toys to families in
need in Boulder Valley School District. Please add your
donation to the box in the foyer from November 25 to December
9. SAG particularly needs new dolls, trucks, baby/toddler toys,
gifts for 11-14 year olds (sport team hoodies, manicure sets,
etc.), and bilingual/Spanish books. Questions? Contact Rachel
Setzke.
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Deck the Halls December 2 Decorate the sanctuary and
foyer for the holidays! Join the Aesthetics Committee for the
third annual Deck the Halls on Sunday, December 2, after the
second service. Bring cider and cookies or any treat you might
like to share.

Auction Follow Up Please check your Auction Statement this link, using your phone
number as login and the last 4 digits as password. We would like to collect all payments
possible by the end of this year for proper accounting. If you have any problems, please
email auction@bvuuf.org or contact Juli Mackenzie or the office. 
 
Join us for a 2018 Auction Debrief/2019 PrePlan Auction Plan meeting after the
decorating of the sanctuary on December 2.

Chat With the Minister Everyone, especially newcomers and visitors, is invited to join
Reverend Lydia and our Intern Minister, AJ van Tine, on Sunday, December 2 to learn
about the UU faith and our Fellowship. The Chat, which is after the second service, is a
way for both Reverend Lydia and AJ to extend a welcome to those interested in our
community.

Don't Fall Behind! Pledge payments for our annual operating budget are lagging
behind those in previous years! We need your scheduled pledge payments to pay our staff
salaries, mortgage, and other expenses. So please be sure you are up-to-date on your
pledge payments. If you need information about the status of your pledge or pledge
payments, contact the office or send your question to pledgesupport@bvuuf.org.

Share Some Warmth for the Holidays Help decorate
the Mitten Tree on Sunday, December 9! During both
services that day, children load up the Fellowship holiday
tree with store-bought or home-made mittens, hats, gloves
and scarves, and donate them to the Emergency Family
Assistance Association (EFAA) for the families it
serves. So fire up those knitting needles or grab some extra
items at the store and bring them to either service. The
collection plate goes to EFAA for their great work with
families.

Holiday Caroling December 8 in Lafayette and Louisville Mark your
calendars to join us in song from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. December 8. More details to come.
Offered through Neighbor Connectors.
 
When Hope is Hard to Find: A Contemplative Evening Service
 Thursday, December 13, at 7 p.m.
 While our shopping centers and strings of lights proclaim this as a season of merriment
and joy, our inner lives may be telling a different story. Join Rev. Lydia, Intern Minister AJ
van Tine, and Service Associate Eric Williams for a contemplative evening service of music
and sharing around the complex emotions surrounding the holidays.
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Child Dedications This Christmas Eve Do
you have little ones you'd like to have welcomed into
our intergenerational community? The child
dedication ceremony is a celebration of the blessing
of new life, an expression of the parents' hopes for
their child, and a call to the parents and the
congregation's members to lead and nurture the
child's spiritual life as it grows. Though not a
requirement of membership, many families choose to
participate in this simple ritual in which their child is

recognized as an individual of beauty and worth, with a unique name and identity; and as
a cherished part of the community, whose members dedicate themselves to the child's
nurture and support.
 
We hold these ceremonies twice a year, as part of our Christmas Eve services and again in
June. Please sign up here if you would like your child to be dedicated on Christmas Eve
this year. We welcome children from birth to 7th Grade. In 8th grade, youth are invited to
be a part of our Coming of Age program, and may choose to join the congregation at the
end of that program.

Caring Connections

If You Find Yourself in Need of Extra Support, consider reaching out to the
Pastoral Care Associates (contact Rev. Penny Rather) or reach out to our ministers
Rev. Lydia or Intern Minister AJ van Tine.
 
 You may also alert us about a need that you or a loved one has by submitting a caring
request online at this link.

JustActs Update

Sign Up to Cook for the Homeless in December We help prepare and serve
dinners at the Boulder Shelter for the Homeless once a month. It's a direct way to interact
with and help people in need. Once you've done it, you'll want to come back. You can learn
more, register, and sign up from our webpage (click here and scroll down). The web
page is also accessible from the Social Justice Overview.

Traces of the Trade Film In the feature
documentary Traces of the Trade: A Story from the
Deep North, filmmaker Katrina Browne discovers that
her New England ancestors were the largest slave-
trading family in U.S. history. She and nine cousins
retrace the Triangle Trade and gain powerful new
perspectives on the black/white divide. Sponsored by
Lafayette Public Library and First Congregational Church
of Boulder and friends.
 
Screening and Talkback: Friday, November 30, 5:00 -
8:30 p.m. at the First Congregational Church of Boulder.
Potluck and childcare available. Free. Register here.
 
Workshop to Continue the Discussion: Saturday,
December 1, 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon at the First
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Congregational Church of Boulder. Light breakfast and
childcare available. Free. For more info, click here.
 
Screening and Talkback: Wednesday, December 5,
4:30 - 8:00 p.m. Lafayette Public Library. Finger foods
available. Free. Register here.

School of the Spirit News

School of the Spirit Council is Hosting a
Soup & Solstice Get Together on Saturday,
December 15 from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. We welcome
folks of all ages and family structures to share a potluck
meal and honor the winter solstice. If you would like to
sign up for the potluck, please follow this link! If you
have any questions, get in touch with Ellen at
youthcoordinator@bvuuf.org.

 
MysteryJam Continues This Sunday This is a religious education class focused
on UU identity and big questions like Who are we? Where do we come from? Where are
we going? All 5th, 6th, and 7th graders are welcome. We meet during the 9 a.m. service on
most Sundays through the end of April. Led by Hannah Grosser and Stephanie Pache. If
you have questions, please email Hannah or Stephanie.

Notes From the Office

Office Manager Carol Out of the Office This Week Her typical workweek for the
remainder of 2018 is: Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays at the Fellowship, Wednesdays
and Thursdays working from home; one Sunday a month at the Fellowship. Typical office
hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. All of this is subject to change depending on the needs of
the day.
 
Last Week's Numbers On November 18, the collection for the UUSC Guest at Your
Table program was $520, plus text donations. 71 people attended the first service, and 102
attended the second, with an additional 5 people on the dais.

Want to Make a Text Donation and need information? Visit Donate by Text for a
complete guide, and a helpful one minute video.
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Gratitudes

From Carol Pranschke Thanks to Rev. Penny Rather and the LPCAs for taking on
the gentle and empathetic work of staying in touch with homebound seniors in our
community. What a caring group, to step up to regular verbal contact with these
folks.
 
Thank you to Robyn Churchill Rathweg for taking me on a scouting mission to
Costco, and thank you to Cathy and Ed Jourdan for helping us try out the purchase
of paper goods for the Fellowship at Costco, saving shipping costs.
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